Managing new technology: economics research and practical decisions.
Rapidly advancing health technology poses problems for managers. Although clear conceptual frameworks exist for economic evaluation, in practice severe problems remain in carrying out timely research that is locally appropriate to the needs of managers. This paper explores some of these problems in the context of the policy analysis interface between economic research and the management of technology. In the light of experience gained from recent evaluation research it indicates how researchers and managers can each contribute to the provision of a stronger empirical basis for policy making and policy management. An earlier version of this paper was presented at the joint meeting of the Health Economists Study Group and Institute of Health Service Management, University of York, 6-8 July 1987. The author would like to thank Christopher Spry and Mike Drummond for helpful comments.